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(54) Computer controlled lighting system wrth distributed control resources 



(57) A distributed control system for a lighting sys- 
tem, including: one or more control devices for entering 
parameter-controlling inputs according to a specified 
format, the parameter-controlling inputs directing the 
operation of the lighting system, the control devices in- 
cluding a data processor coupled to the parameter-con- 
trolling inputs and a memory coupled to the processor; 
one or more computing devices for storing; editing, and 
displaying data related to the parameter-controlling in- 
puts, the computing devices including at least a data 
processor, a memory coupled to the processor, and a 
data display device coupled to the processor; one or 
more load interface modules each including a data proc- 
essor for controlling the respective interface module and 
for monitoring data link signals, each of the load inter- 
face modules supporting at least one device-control da- 
ta link network; a control-resources data link network 
connecting the control devices, the computing devices, 
and the load interface modules; and at least one device- 
control data link network having a common path for con- 
necting the load interface module to a plurality of multi- 
ple-parameter lamp units having a plurality of adjustable 
parameters relating to beam characteristics and a driver 
for controlling a plurality of the parameters in response 
to the parameter-controlling inputs. 
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